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while Sse-ma-chi'en begins his history with the latter
group, there are legends and bas-reliefs of three August
Ones, Fu-hsi (Tamer of Animals), his sister, Nu-kua, and
Shen-nung ('Divine Farmer'), who are thought of as
inaugurators—the first two of marriage-rites, and the third
of laws of agriculture and of ploughing, Shen-nung, whom
Fu-hsi appoints as his successor, is god of husbandry and
of the cleansing fires which prepare the fields for sowing*
Another early hero is Yu the Smith, a kind of Demiurge
who commands the thunder; and in their honour great
annual feasts are held. Are these idealized personalities,
or stages of progress personified ? Probably the latter, and
when names like 'Nest-possessor' or *Fire-man' appear in
these legends the probability becomes certainty. It is
characteristic of China that she idealizes farmers, engineers,
and other men of action rather than seers and mystics.
The first Five Sovereigns are also heroic types—repre-
senting the Five Elementary Virtues, and radiating Peace
and Harmony. They cause order to rule among men, and
inspire their ministers to great inventions like the making
of arms and of pottery, good specimens of which are found
in China at least three thousand years old: they instruct
them to observe the High Heavens and to make reckon-
ings of stars and constellations: they are divine Sages,
types of Chinese wisdom, proofs of her early emphasis on
the virtues of peace. Of the three last we find an account
in the Shu-Chin^ or 'Book of History", edited by K'ung
Fu-tse, or Confucius, and we are on firmer ground, if still
in the rosy light of an ideal dawn.
'Three names summarize the history of China from
2145 to I979 B'c-> Yao, Shun and Yu. . . , There is no
Chinese book which has not mentioned them, no Chinese
scholar who has not remarked them/1 If they are legend-
ary yet they tell us much of Chinese ideals.
The first part of the Shu-Ching deals with Yao, who is
said to have come to the throne in 2145 b.c. The name is
a title meaning 'The High', and he is remembered as the
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